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Unit 3 - Every Day 
Is Hard on the Farm

3A Introduction

In this song, a horse and a cow both live on the same farm. But just because they live on the same 
farm doesn’t mean they feel the same way about things. The horse thinks life is full of hard work, 
while the cow just loves to have fun. Which one are you more like?

3B Song Lyrics

OK, OK, I am a horse,
Where do I live? In a barn, of course.
In a barn on a farm, which is around
The village, I mean the little tiny town. 
What? You think farm life is easy?
You think we’re just chilling in the breeze? What?
Please! My day starts at dawn, 
When the sun rises and I start to yawn.

Every day a little girl comes outside,
She says, “Hi,” and she gives me a smile.
Then she feeds me oats, which are hard to chew,  
Or crunch with my teeth; I want something new.
Oats are OK, but wouldn’t it be cool, 
If once in a while I got Chinese food?
Then the girl hops on my back, goes for a ride,
Which is hard work; let me tell you why.

I have to pay attention, look around and think,
Not daydream about carrots and things. 
I make sure her head doesn’t hit a branch,
The long parts of the trees with the leaves on them.
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I run till I’m tired; I gallop and trot,
I don’t eat meat, but I eat salads a lot.
We stay on our toes like a guard dog ’cause…
Every day is hard on the farm, y’all!

Man, the dogs are barking,
And the farmer’s talking,
The chicken’s clucking,
Every day is hard on the farm, y’all!
(x2)

Hey, y’all! I am a cow.
I think the horse is wrong, but he’s my pal.
I tell jokes, and cause laughter in the barnyard,
Not every day is hard on the farm, y’all.
I’m the cow that makes people say, “Wow,”
‘Cause I don’t moo; I meow.
Just like a kitten or a cat,
My meowing is putting me on the map. 

I want everyone to know me like Donald Duck,
That’s being famous; I need a lot of luck.
People come and listen when I meow,
A whole lot of people, a real big crowd.
Local people come; they live close by,
The locals like to hear my cat-like cry.
And some people come from out of town,
Just to find out what’s going down.

They’re curious; they want to know
More about me, so I start the show.
And one time, I was in a parade,
A big march down the street; and people waved. 
Life can be tough; I know that, son,
But I meow and dance just to have some fun.
I’m the best meowing cow of all, 
Not every day is hard on the farm, y’all!

The dogs are taking a nap,
The farmer’s having a snack,
All the animals are having a ball,
Not every day is hard on the farm, y’all!
(x2)
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3C Words Defined

attention 
(noun)  Attention is thinking, watching, or listening carefully. Margo was paying 
attention to the teacher.

branch 
(noun)  A branch is a part of a tree or bush. 
Branches grow out of the trunk of a tree. There 
was a bird chirping on the tree branch.

chew 
(verb)  When you chew something, you use your teeth to break it 

into pieces or crush it. Cynthia was chewing the meat.

crowd 
(noun)  A crowd is a large group of people in one place. There was a 
crowd gathered to watch the soccer game.

curious 
(adj)  When you are curious, you want to learn or find out 

something. Dionne was curious to know what she would get in the 
mail.

dawn 
(noun)  Dawn is the time of day when the sun comes up. My mom 
wakes up every day at dawn	to go running. 

famous 
(adj)  If you are famous, you are known by many people. The movie 

star was famous. Everywhere he went, people knew his name. 

local 
(adj) Local means “nearby,” or having to do with a certain place. Your local sports team is the one 

that’s near your town.
(noun)  Locals are people who live in a certain place. In New York City, the locals were happy when 

the Yankees won the World Series.
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village 
(noun) A village is a small town. My grandparents lived in a 
village in Italy before they moved to New York City.
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parade 
(noun)  A parade is many people walking or marching down a 
road together. Usually a parade has bands, cars, and flags, and 
celebrates a special day. My family marched down the street in 
our own little parade.



3D Synonyms

attention / branch / chew / crowd / curious / dawn / famous / local  / parade / village

Circle the word on the right that matches the meaning of the word or phrase on the left.

parade           branch dawn
attention village crowd
chew parade branch
local famous curious

1. a big, moving celebration
2. a small town
3. to use your teeth to break something
4. wanting to learn more about something
5. people who live in a certain place attentions parades locals 
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attention / branch / chew / crowd / curious / dawn / famous / local  / parade / village

3E Fill in the Blank

Write the word in the blank so that the sentence makes sense.

1. We hung the piñata up on a strong __________________________________ of the big tree.

dawn parade branch 

2. We needed to wake up at __________________________________ to go on the fishing trip. Everyone was very
tired.

parade dawn village 

3. Paul tried to pay __________________________________ so he would know the rules of the game.

attention village  crowd 

4. There was a __________________________________ lined up outside the store to get the new sneakers.

branch crowd dawn 

5. When Sanjay grows up, he wants to be an actor in lots of movies.
He wants to be rich and __________________________________.

famous curious local 
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3F Connections
attention / branch / chew / crowd / curious / dawn / famous / local  / parade / village

Each sentence has a strong connection with one of the words from the unit. Write the correct 
word on the line below.

1. Grace woke up early to watch the sun come up.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. There was a large group of people outside the movie theater. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Rashid wanted to learn more about the Brooklyn Bridge, so he looked on the Internet.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. The kids were sitting quietly and listening to the teacher.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. The cast of High School Musical is in magazines all the time.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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3G Applying Meanings

(A) a vanilla milkshake
(B) whole-wheat bread
(C) tomato soup
(D) apple juice

2. My mom eats only fruits and vegetables that are grown locally. Where might the food she eats
come from?
(A) a farm that is close to where we live
(B) a farm that is across the country from where we live
(C) a farm in a different country
(D) a farm in a state that is far away

3. Which part of a giraffe’s body helps it reach the branches on a tree?
(A) the spots on its body
(B) the tail
(C) the long neck
(D) the hooves on its feet

4. The sign said no parking because of the parade. Why were cars not allowed to park?
(A) because there was a bad accident
(B) because many people were marching down the street
(C) because the road was being fixed
(D) because the street was icy

5. Stephanie lives in a village in Connecticut. What might you see if you went to visit?
(A) a small town with not very many people
(B) a big city with tall buildings
(C) lots of apartment buildings and people
(D) a farm with lots of animals

attention / branch / chew / crowd / curious / dawn / famous / local  / parade / village   

Circle the letter that makes sense or answers the question.

1. Which of these would you need to chew?
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3H Reading
attention / branch / chew / crowd / curious / dawn / famous / local  / parade / village

Read the passage below and then answer the questions that follow.

Humans and Monkeys: How Are They the Same? 
When you go to the zoo, there is always a big crowd of 

people watching the monkeys. People love to watch monkeys 
because they are a lot like us! 

Monkeys are like people in a lot of ways. They live in families, 
just like we do. Some monkeys live in groups of families—like a little 
village. Mother monkeys take good care of their babies. They nurse 
them and teach them many things, just like our moms! Monkeys also 
take good care of each other. Monkeys help clean one another.

Monkeys are very smart and curious animals. Some 
monkeys can be trained to help people with disabilities. They can 
learn to help people who can’t move around. They can be taught 
how to pour a cup of water. Monkeys can pick up a dropped object, like a telephone. Monkeys can 
even learn to turn the pages of a book.

Monkeys have two hands with five fingers, just like us! They use their hands and long arms 
to swing from branches. They also use their hands to peel fruit, like bananas. When they eat, they 
pick up their food. They have teeth that look a lot like our teeth. Their teeth help them chew their 
food. They mostly eat fruits and vegetables. They will also eat leaves and flowers. Sometimes they 
will eat insects, reptiles, and eggs.

So, the next time you go to the zoo, make sure to watch the monkeys! Pay attention to how 
they act. You will learn that monkeys are a lot like us. 

1. What do mother monkeys do for their babies?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What can a monkey be trained to do?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. How does a monkey’s hand look?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What do monkeys use their hands for?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. What foods do monkeys like to eat?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Bonus: Crossword Puzzle
Solve this crossword puzzle.

 1  2 

 3  4 

 5  6 

 7 

 8 

 9 

 10 

 C�������� W������TM� 

 ACROSS 

 5  Part of a tree 
 7  Don't talk when you 

 ________________ your food! 
 8  Early in the morning 
 9  Someone who doesn't like the 

 city might choose to live in a
 _______________. 

 10  If you saw someone who is 
 ________________, you might
 ask for her autograph or to get
 a picture taken with her. 

 DOWN 

 1  A big group of people 
 2  Thinking, listening, or watching 

 closely is paying
 ________________. 

 3  We went to the 
 ________________ bookstore. 
 It's right across the street from
 our apartment. 

 4  We love watching the marching 
 band at the Thanksgiving Day
 ________________. 

 6  Dina was ________________ 
 about how she did on the test,
 so she asked her teacher. 
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